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McCLELLAN MEETING MINUTES

MARCH 28, 2001
McClellan AFB Restoration Advisory Board Meeting

Madison School

RAB MEMBERS IN ATTENDANCE:

NAME AFFILIATION PRESENT
Robert Blanchard Community Member
Gary Collier Community Member ✓

Paul Green Community Member ✓

Bill Gibson Community Member ✓

Carlota Gutierrez Community Member ✓

Michele Schutz (alternate
for Joe Healy)

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency ✓

Rev. Tyrone Hicks Community Member ✓

Alan Hersh McClellan Park
Sandra Kinsey Community Member ✓

Mark Malinowski CA Department of Toxic Substances Control ✓

Katie Jacobson (alternate
for Mark Manoff)

Local Redevelopment Authority ✓

Colleen Moore Community Member
Paul Plummer Community Member ✓

Dan Sharp Congressman Ose’s Office ✓

Rick Solander Air Force Base Conversion Agency ✓

James Taylor CA Regional Water Quality Control Board ✓

Jillian Tullis Congressmember Matsui’s Office ✓

Lola Warrick Community Member ✓

Start Meeting and Introduction of Meeting Guidelines

Ms. Marie Rainwater, the meeting facilitator, welcomed all attendees to the first meeting of
the newly reformulated McClellan Air Force Base (AFB) Restoration Advisory Board
(RAB).  Ms. Rainwater explained that the new members of the RAB were selected by an
independent panel who ensured that there was diversity of representation.

Ms. Rainwater addressed the following:

•  Explained that RABs are set up to be community forums for discussing cleanup issues
with the Air Force (or other branches of the Department of Defense) and regulatory
agencies.

•  Distributed a signup sheet to RAB members so they could indicate a date when they
would be available for an executive session to develop the RAB’s operating procedures.
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•  Reviewed the meeting guidelines that were originally presented at the RAB orientation
meeting.  Ms. Rainwater explained that these guidelines also dictate her function as a
facilitator to ensure that the meetings run smoothly and productively.

•  Reviewed the facilitator assumptions, how the public comment period will be conducted,
and how the public comment cards will be utilized.

Mr. Gary Collier expressed concerns about the public not being able to hear speakers during
the meeting.  The Air Force will take this concern under advisement.

Welcome and Transition

Colonel Caudle welcomed participants to the meeting. Colonel Caudle reiterated that the
RAB is the advisory board to the Air Force on cleanup issues.  The responsibility of the
environmental cleanup of McClellan will be turned over to the Air Force Base Conversion
Agency (AFBCA).  The RAB will then be the advisory board to AFBCA.

Colonel Caudle stated that the Air Force is committed to cleaning up McClellan AFB 100%
and returning the installation to a useful operation, to supporting reuse, and to revitalizing
McClellan for the future.  The Air Force is partnering with the community, the Local
Redevelopment Authority, and McClellan Park to make this facility a vibrant operation.

Colonel Caudle introduced Mr. Tom Kempster, Senior Representative of the AFBCA at
McClellan, who will begin overseeing the RAB process as of April 1, 2001.

Mr. Kempster formally accepted the RAB and thanked the RAB for their time in
volunteering. He gave his personal commitment that he will do his best to serve the
community. Mr. Kempster noted that the Environmental Management office has moved and
is now located in Building 10, 3411 Olson Drive, McClellan.

Review Agenda and Introductions

Ms. Rainwater reviewed the agenda and asked the RAB members to introduce themselves.

Field Work Update

Mr. Phil Mook, AFBCA McClellan remedial program manager, presented information on the
status of the cleanup activities (see Attachment 1).  This information is also presented
monthly to the Base Realignment and Closure (BRAC) Cleanup Team (BCT).  The following
is a summary of Mr. Mook’s presentation.

Document Status Report

Mr. Mook explained that the document status report (DSR) tracks documents expected to be
completed in order to help the remedial program managers manage their time.  Mr. Mook
described the following reports:

•  The Soil Vapor Extraction (SVE) Quarterly Monitoring Report details the process for
cleaning volatile organic compounds (VOCs) in the dry portion of the vadose zone (soil
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between the surface soil and the groundwater).  SVE systems are a cost-effective way of
protecting the groundwater quality.

•  The Groundwater Monitoring Program Quarterly Report details the progress in the
containment and cleanup of the groundwater contamination at McClellan.

•  The Investigative Cluster (IC) 25 SVE Engineering Evaluation/Cost Analysis (EE/CA)
Startup Memorandum details a new cleanup system at McClellan.

•  The VOC Record of Decision (ROD) is one of the most important documents to be
generated.  It covers the Air Force’s contract with the State of California, the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), and the public on how the cleanup will be
conducted, and specifies the cleanup levels for groundwater and soil.

Currently, this document is going through an alternative dispute resolution process.  The
Air Force, EPA, and State of California are using this process in hopes of coming to an
agreement to determine “how clean is clean” in groundwater and the vadose zone.  Mr.
Mook explained that this is a civil process.  This document will not be delivered April 24,
2001, and the DSR date will be amended as necessary.

Mr. Paul Green asked if it is reasonable to attach urgency to this document.  Mr. Mook
answered yes, because it commits the Air Force and regulatory agencies to a cleanup
remedy.  In addition, in order to transfer properties by deed, cleanup levels must be
established, cleanup systems installed, and the systems must be operating properly.  Until
the ROD is signed, actions are being taken to protect human health and the environment
via an interim record of decision (IROD).

Mr. Green stated that it is apparent that this document is critical and should move
forward. He asked what the stumbling block is that is preventing the Air Force from
reaching a conclusion.  Mr. Mook stated that there have been negotiations, and the
process is very close to being settled.  However, if an agreement is not reached or an
offer is not accepted, then a formal dispute resolution (which would have a very quick
timeframe) comes into play, and the U.S. EPA has the final word on what will be done.

Mr. Mook commented that it is in the best interest of all concerned to have the decision
reached by local staff overseeing the base’s cleanup program.

Field Review

•  Mr. Mook reported that on March 22, 2001, a leak was discovered at the base’s
Groundwater Treatment Plant (GWTP) system.  The leak was found in an underground
conveyance pipeline near the southern portion of the base. Approximately 66,000 gallons
of untreated groundwater were discharged from this leak, and the groundwater was
contaminated with 500 parts per billion (ppb) of VOCs.  (The spill report that was
submitted to the regulatory agencies was distributed to the RAB members.)

Air Force officials sampled the water that had pooled and analyzed it for VOCs.  The
results showed no detection of VOCs. The responders and spill team did not observe any
water flowing into the storm drain; however, it is possible that this spill may have
reached the storm drain.
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With the concurrence of the regulators, it was determined that there was no threat to
human health from this leak.  Four action items were taken as a result.

- Boeing Services (facility maintenance providers at McClellan) has been reminded
that they are to immediately contact both AFBCA Environmental Management and
Northridge Water District of any leak that may occur.

- The leak was stopped, and the pipe was repaired.  The system will be back online by
the end of March.

- A new contractor (URS) will be operating the GWTP, with instructions to inspect the
aboveground and underground pipeline three times a week to observe any problems.

- During the design process for the third phase of the groundwater extraction system at
McClellan, it will be determined if the line should be replaced.

Reverend Hicks asked if there is a schedule for when the construction will start on
replacement of the conveyance line. Mr. Mook answered yes. This is another issue
related to the alternative dispute resolution mentioned earlier.  One of the most
critical engineering inputs in the design of the groundwater extraction system is “how
clean is clean” in the groundwater.  Once the alternative dispute resolution is
complete, then the Air Force can design the system.  The design and installation could
be accomplished within six to nine months.

Mr. Green asked if all the pipes were installed on McClellan AFB around the same
time, if is there a history of when the installation took place, and could it be
possible that the whole system should be replaced.  Mr. Mook stated that the pipes
were installed in phases and some for different purposes. The pipes have a varied
history, and different design material and specifications were used for the equipment.
A number of corrective measures have been implemented to help ensure the viability
and the continued use of the systems.

Mr. Mook stated that this is the second time this particular pipeline has failed.  The
first time, the failure appeared to be caused by a backhoe that nicked the pipe; at the
time, this failure was considered an anomaly.  Now that the pipeline has broken
twice, replacement is being considered.

Mr. Bill Gibson asked if the leak was in the pipe or the joint.  Mr. Mook stated that
the leak was in the pipe at a “T” intersection. It appears that a large vehicle drove
over the connection.

Mr. Collier asked how many feet below ground surface the pipe was and whether
the pipe contained asbestos.  Mr. Mook answered that the pipe did not contain
asbestos. It was a PVC pipe, and is about three feet below ground surface.

•  Within the radiation program, a number of projects have come into play as a result of
finding plutonium at Confirmed Site (CS) 10.

- The airfield survey using scanning instruments and solid samples is being conducted.
The entire airfield has been divided into 64 grids, and extensive sampling is being
accomplished.  Right now, the continuation of the scanning is on hold until the
ground dries from the rain.  It is expected to continue in May 2001.
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- Low-lying areas that are adjacent to the airfield and landfills are being investigated.
This effort is being coordinated with the regulatory agencies.

- Building surveys are being conducted.

- Responses to the public comments from the public comment period for the Time-
Critical Removal Action at CS10 have been drafted and are currently being reviewed
by the regulatory agencies.

•  The draft Vernal Pool Restoration Plan has been submitted to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Services (USFWS). Once approved, restoration will take place in autumn 2001.

Decision and Issues

•  Mr. Mook said the Biological Opinion addresses any area of the base that has sensitive or
endangered habitat.  The Air Force must consult with the USFWS to ensure appropriate
measures take place prior to property transfers.  This Biological Opinion is not
straightforward due to the potential that contamination from past practices could have
taken place at or near these biologically sensitive habitats.

West Area

•  AFBCA’s biologist will conduct a tour in April so the RAB can view the vernal pools in
bloom.

Mr. Green asked whether when addressing biology, the Air Force is looking at air
emission, when the vernal pools go dormant.  Mr. Mook stated that a buffer zone has
been established around the habitat, which address the growth and expansion. The
contamination and its possible effects on the habitation are taken into account in the
Biological Opinion.

Mr. Paul Brunner, BRAC Environmental Coordinator for AFBCA, added that in the
Biological Opinion document, the USFWS would place restrictions on how to protect
each habitat.

Cleanup Funding and Schedules

Mr. Brunner spoke about the impact of funding on completion of short-term cleanup (see
Attachment 2).

Mr. Brunner explained that cleanup decisions are based on health, legal issues, reuse (deed
transfer), time and money. The more time and money available, the more progress in the
cleanup program.

Mr. Green commented that if a deadline were set for when a cleanup activity must be
completed, it would drive decisions on the money as opposed to having the money drive the
time.  Would it not be advantageous to agree upon a reasonable end date? Mr. Brunner
stated that it sounds reasonable; however, the funding does not come from that type of
process. The funding comes from the federal budget. AFBCA staff lists the base’s cleanup
requirements in the federal budget, which rolls into an Air Force budget, which rolls into a
Department of Defense (DOD) budget, which is submitted as part of the President’s budget.
AFBCA officials can make sure that goals are firmly and repeatedly stated in the process.
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There is a need to continue the discussion with DOD on the funding needs for McClellan’s
cleanup.

The BCT has established a schedule for producing eight non-VOC RODs that will be written
between now and 2005. These are milestones to reach in order to achieve the 2005 goals and
long-term cleanup goals.

Mr. Brunner stated that it would cost the Air Force approximately $7.6 million a year to
maintain the current cleanup systems at McClellan. This does not achieve the short-term
cleanup goals. The anticipated funds are significantly less than the funds required to achieve
the short-term cleanup goals. The impacts of the shortfall are as follows:

•  RODs’ completion dates will be extended;

•  Cleanup fixes will be delayed;

•  Property transfer by deed will be delayed; and

•  Each RAB diverse group will be affected differently.

Ms. Lola Warrick proposed that she would start a petition to Congress to request funding
for the cleanup activities at McClellan AFB.

The Air Force asked each RAB member to talk to the diverse groups they each represent,
present the information that was briefed and give the Air Force feedback on the community’s
concerns and the potential impact if short-term cleanup goals are not achieved by 2005.

Mr. Green commented that there might be a faulty premise when discussing diverse
groups.  It is his opinion that there are not just singular groups, but a community. If the
deed transfers are delayed, everyone, not a small-segmented group, is impacted. Mr.
Brunner added that the RAB is one community representing different facets.

Ms. Warrick commented that the impact would affect the community. Reselling of homes
and the values of everyone’s property would be affected if McClellan were not cleaned up.

Reverend Hicks commented that he is concerned that the Air Force will use the funding
shortfalls to possibly legitimize not cleaning up certain areas and reuse property with long-
term leases.  He is also concerned about job creation and/or replacement.

Ms. Sandra Kinsey asked what the Air Force’s priorities are for reuse of the base. Mr.
Brunner replied that environmental cleanup for reuse is not high on the list for funding.
Health and legal issues are of higher priority.

Mr. Paul Plummer suggested dividing the base in sections and giving priority to business,
which would enlarge the tax base and generate revenue to assist in the cleanup.

Mr. Brunner asked the RAB members to submit any additional comments or advice to him.
This discussion will continue.

RAB Member Diverse Group Top Concerns

RAB members were solicited to express their top concerns regarding the environmental
cleanup at McClellan.  The results are as follows:
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•  Differential between health protection in the future and health needs of those who have
already been affected;

•  What types of studies will be conducted related to CS 10 to look at cancer deaths that
have occurred in the community versus comparable areas;

•  To not only focus on potential exposure in the future, but to also look in the past through
epidemiological studies to assess any past exposures;

•  Effectiveness of the technology and approaches being used now, and the need to
continually improve these technologies;

•  End use of properties after transfer;

•  Compress timeframes to get all the cleanup completed;

•  Search for innovative funding;

•  The overlay between redevelopment plans and cleanup;

•  Health issues versus prioritizing reuse;

•  Documentation on high, medium, and low risk areas for reuse;

•  Public health;

•  Economic redevelopment;

•  Ensuring the funding is adequate and stabilized;

•  Streamline the cleanup by using a common sense approach; and

•  Groundwater cleanup.

Public Comment

Members of the public were given the opportunity to make comments.  Following is a
summary of these comments:

Mr. Mike Chinnock was concerned that the reports have not identified any current bioassay
testing at CS 10.

Ms. Sheila Guerra protested the seating of the current RAB. She also said the McClellan’s
Information Repository should be moved to a location that is easier to access by the
community.

Mr. Del Callaway stated that the former RAB has filed a lawsuit against the Air Force over
the disbandment of the former RAB.  He is opposed to the use of a meeting facilitator.

Ms. Imogene Zander protested the seating of the current RAB.

Mr. Kenneth Peachy protested the seating of the current RAB.

Mr. Charles Yarbrough protested the seating of the current RAB.  He also provided
information about his knowledge of past contamination activities at the base.
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Mr. Saul Bloom protested the seating of the current RAB.  He stated that he had led the
negotiations with the Air Force on the RAB disbandment issue, and he thanked Colonel
Caudle and Ms. Linda Geissinger for their participation in those discussions.

Mr. Freddie McLauren suggested that the current RAB focus on health issues first and
economic issues second.

Mr. Frank Miller asked Mr. Mook about the Groundwater Treatment Plant spill that occurred
on March 22, 2001, noting that there were heavy rains on March 24, 2001.

Mr. Gary Sawyer suggested that the Air Force take additional steps to solicit the community
for more information about possible contamination at the base.

Mr. Scott Allan stated that he believes there is a sincere desire to ensure that the cleanup and
reuse of McClellan AFB will take place and be protective of the environment.  His clients
feel the same; their lawsuit against the Air Force is due to breach of contract claims.

Conclusion

Ms. Rainwater thanked everyone for adhering to the meeting process.

On behalf of the Air Force, Mr. Brunner thanked all that participated in tonight’s proceeding.



































McClellan Air Force Base Conversion Agency
Responses

to
March 28, 2001

Public Comments Regarding Cleanup Activities

Several questions and comments about cleanup activities at McClellan were made at the
public Restoration Advisory Board meeting of March 28, 2001.  The Air Force is
providing their responses below in order to answer these concerns and to provide
information back to the public on McClellan’s restoration program.

NOTE:  Several comments were made protesting the seating of the current RAB during
the public comment period.  Because of an active lawsuit, the Air Force is unable to
respond to those comments.

Public Comment (Summarized) Response

Reports have not identified any
current bioassay testing at
Confirmed Site 10 (CS 10)

Samples of the groundwater from 5 monitoring
wells at CS 10 are being tested for radium and
plutonium.  None has been detected in the
groundwater.  The Air Force will continue to
sample the groundwater throughout the
cleanup of CS 10.  As part of that project, the
soil will be sampled to confirm that the soil
does not pose a health risk.

McClellan’s Information Repository
should be moved.

McClellan’s environmental Administrative
Record / Information Repository is located at
3411 Olson Street, McClellan.  AFBCA is
working with the Sacramento Public Library
System to place McClellan environmental
records on computer disks at the Sacramento
Central Main, Rio Linda, and Antelope
branches by winter.

RAB should focus on health issues
before economic issues.

The primary topic for the
June 20, 2001 public RAB is protection of
public health during cleanup of McClellan.



There were heavy rains on March
24, 2001 in regards to the spill
resulting from a groundwater
treatment system pipe break of
March 22, 2001.

There is a chance that water from the spill
mixed with rain water and entered the
stormwater collection system.  The water that
spilled came from an extraction well, not a
drinking water well.  Samples taken at the
monitoring well head show the water is
contaminated with volatile organic compounds
(VOCs).  This type of contamination
evaporates rapidly and any part that mixes with
rainwater would also evaporate.  The Air Force
sampled pooled water between the pipe break
and the storm drain on March 22, 2001 and
there were no VOCs detected.  The Air Force
initiated corrective actions and will look into
replacing the pipe.

The Air Force should take additional
steps to solicit the community for
information about possible
contamination at the base.

Interviews of past employees or members of
the public who have information about past
disposal practices at McClellan are ongoing.
The Air Force is considering hiring additional
personnel to increase the solicitation,
conduction, and processing of public
interviews for new information on known or
potential new contaminated sites.

- Thank you for your participation –

(June 20, 2001)


